
NO. 161: 11TH MARCH, 2011 W E E K L Y  U P D A T E

Welcome to our weekly Epping 
Church Newsletter. 

Thank you to all the contributions 
for this week. If there is any 
information you would like to share 
or a photo you would like us to 
view, please email it to the address 
below:

ajing@eppingsda.org.au.

This newsletter can also be 
downloaded on our website: 

http://www.eppingsda.org.au

Welcome

EPPING SDA CHURCH NEWSLETTER

This Sabbath at Epping
The speaker this week is Pastor Michael Worker. Arthur is the elder in charge, and the offering this Sabbath if for 
Adventist World Radio.

Last Sabbath at Epping

Epping’s Pastor Ramese Tupe took our service last Sabbath, entitled “Searching for Peace”
The sermon was based on Matthew 5.
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Rams suggested we are all searching for something, and when asked to express what, most of us say “Happiness”.

The key to happiness is Peace. We should be searching for Peace rather than happiness. Peace within oneself - to be 
content with what one has.  

Happiness is a desire – and desire is dissatisfied longing. It is a desire that never can be satisfied. Just like money. 
That's why people are caught up with gambling   Another desire is adultery - the result of lust - the result of desire. 
Desire is dissatisfaction we what have.  

What is the cure for desire and dissatisfaction? The cure is peace. Peace is not having the best looking husband in the 
world but he will do!  Peace is being satisfied with what you have.  We all need peace. One of the first things that 
Jesus spoke about was peace.  

Matthew 5:3 – The Sermon on the Mount -  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”

Poor in spirit = humility. Peace within oneself

The last thing Jesus said to disciples before his crucifixion was about peace.  

Revelation 3:17-18:  The Church of Laodicea 

“You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, 
pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and 
white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see”

In other words - you don't realize you are rich and miserable. The number 1 step in finding peace is to realize you are 
in need and you have nothing.  

Desire may be good if you use it wisely- the more you desire God the more you want him. If you realize you are in 
need of God, that you are spiritually poor, you will desire God more.   

Jesus came to save us. He started with those who had nothing. The poor, blind and sick   Blessed are the meek as 
they will inherit the earth.  Meek = humility.

To find peace we need to realize we are spiritually poor - replace your worldly desires with a desire for God - you 
can't find God unless you are at peace  (Philippians 4:6-7)



There was also a special presentation to Henry during the service last week. Henry organized and led the recent 
Overland Expedition in Tasmania, and all the participants of the expedition were in the congregation as Henry was 
presented with a number of gifts in appreciation of his time and effort. Henry’s leadership skills were liken to the 
good shepherd, caring for everyone in the group.

1. Inspire 2011 – This will be held on April 14-17.
Be renewed, recalibrated and refocused. Inspire 2011 will be four days or spiritual refreshment, growing in your 
giftedness and sharpening your focus.

In 2011 our theme is connecting. We will be exploring what it means Keynote Speaker: Ben Maxson
We’re excited to announce that our keynote speaker is Pr Ben Maxson. Pr Maxson leads the Paradise SDA Church 
in California. Previously he has served as our General Conference Stewardship director. Pr Maxson has developed 
some great discipleship resources, is the author of ‘Get Normal’ which is an excellent book and shaping a biblical 
worldview and is an engaging speaker who is in demand around the world. Pr Maxson’s presentations will challenge 
and inspire us. 

Please keep this in your diaries. To register, download this document:
http://www.gscadventist.org.au/site_data/430/assets/0029/5885/Application_Form.pdf

2. Working Bee - Sunday 13th March, 2pm to 5 pm

This is the first working bee of the year, and there are many maintenance items to attend to. I encourage everyone 
who is able to come and help out. I’m sure there is a job that is just right for you on the day. Remember, many 
hands make light work.

Some of the items that need attending to are:

- Gardening- pruning trees, tidy the gardens, weeding
- Cleaning – removing leaves from gutters, cleaning windows and glasswork, cleaning brickworks
- Decluttering – Minister’s rooms, Sabbath School rooms. There is a Piano in the foyer that is free for anyone 

who wants it. It is in good working order. We will have a trailer at the working bee, so if you want it, let me 
know and we can probably deliver it to your home on the day (as long as you don’t live in Perth).

- Maintenance and Repairs – doors, locks etc.
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Please bring cleaning supplies and also tools to help with the cleaning and maintenance. 

Looking forward to seeing you all on the day. Refreshments will be provided (Thanks Eva)

3. Cell Groups

Cell groups for Term 1 are continuing on a  Friday evening..

Week 5: Mar 11th
Week 6: Mar 18th
Week 7: Mar 25th

Venues:
1) Baxter's (7pm start)
2) Go's
3) Tungs
4) Youth - see Matthew Ing for timetable

The prophecies within Revelations are being fulfilled in our day and we as a church would benefit from 
understanding them fully as Christ's second coming draws nearer.

Please pray for the series

Rod

Pathfinder News

Survival Camp this Weekend:

From Henry:

I will be substituting the survival activity for the meeting the following week -- no meeting on the 19th to help out 
the youth's water ski weekend logistics.  

As we are supposed to have a meeting on 2 April, but there is a clash with a celebration, we will postpone the 
pathfinder social to the following weekend  (April 9) 

This will mean there will be no meeting until the beginning of May as the last half of April is mostly school holidays, 
Inspire, Easter, etc.  

For our survival activity this weekend, If parents who are able to work out some sort of pooling arrangement with 
other parents to transport the kids back and forth, that would help us greatly as we don't have a lot of space. If 
parents want to try this, please come, but do not bring anything extra than what the kids bring. It will be good 
example to bond with the kids and learn to share the suffering.  As leaders we will have some extra gear to help the 
situation if necessary but generally we would like the kids to "survive" with as little as possible. 

Please read the information below carefully about things they need to bring. Normally we would get them to try the 
creek water, but in this case, it is too polluted so I don't want them to get hepatitis. Crossing the creek in bare feet is 
OK, but it can be done if they wear gaiters and walk carefully.  Please ensure they have their survival kit, one for 
each child. This is a must, or they will be really surviving!!  I want them to live on absolute minimum, just for a few 
hours. It will be good for them.  Phone reception is available generally most of the way. If we get into a real problem, 
we will abandon the exercise, but otherwise it should be quite an adventure.  We will try to get them out by 8 am in 
the morning.



Details of the Survival Activity this Weekend

The purpose of challenging ourselves is to experience a survival situation.  With disasters (both natural and man 
made) happening in the world, it helps us by putting ourselves in a situation to practice our survival skills.  You will 
get tired, hungry, thirsty, cold, wet, grumpy, scared and you will experience very limited resources. You will be expected 
to cope with the situation. If you forgot to bring it, learn to do without it. But you know something that many 
survivors of disasters don't: you have a place to go to the next morning - home and family!! There is phone reception 
most of the way.  We are doing this activity now because the temperature will be a bit chilly and possibly damp but 
not extremely cold. If the day permits we will make a small campfire where you can get warm a bit. It will depend on 
the fire regulations.  I need to know as early as possible those who needs transport. There are only a couple of 
places available. It would help tremendously if parents are able to drop off/pick up their kids. If you are used to 
trains and public transport, the starting point is only about 200 m from the train station. Let me know if this is your 
mode of transport. You need to time it to get there before 5:30 pm. Check schedules both ways. 

This activity will take the place of the 19 March meeting to help with the Youth activity that weekend. The next big 
module will involve some fund raising which we will start when school resumes in May. 

Things to bring: your survival kit (includes string, first aid, poncho, etc) 1-2 lit water (you will need at least 0.5 lit 
to get out) your survival food (prefer something that doesn't need cooking) suggest you wear long sleeves and pants/
trackies and walking shoes bring a light jacket/jumper/hoodie headlamp group tarp about 3 x 5m approx if you 
have it (enough for 3-4 people) no sleeping bags or mats (parents if you want an adventure, you are welcome to 
come and challenge yourself as well)    

The place: You need to arrive by 5:30 pm Sat evening on 12 March at the west end of Station St, Glenbrook . We 
will then walk down to the Duck Hole beach .

The walk will take about 45 minutes and is reasonably clear. There are a couple of steeper places, but it shouldn't be 
a problem for most of you agile Pathfinders. The actual hill climb/descent is probably not more than 50 m. You will 
have to cross the creek to get to the beach. Please inspect the area with your shoes on before you decide where you 
want to pitch your tarp.  We plan to get out by 8-8:30 am at the latest. Most likely will be earlier. Survivors can't 
sleep in!

Upcoming Pathfinder Events include:

23-24 April – Backpack Camp
June18 – Pathfinder Investiture
2-3 July - Proposed Snow Trip
23-25 September - Pathfinder Expedition
28-30 October - Social Night with Church /Adventurer Camporee



1. Youth Cell Group Meeting, TONIGHT 11TH MARCH 7:00 pm

Venue – Cassandra’s Home, 12 Romeo Place, Dural

Please contact Matthew for further details.
ingmatthew89@gmail.com

2. Water Skiing Weekend – March 19-20 (Wisemans Ferry)

See Stephanie for details

Youth News

Epping JETS Project

Thanks to Elaine for this report:

Queensland Floods Project by the JETs (Junior and Earliteens)

With the devastating floods in Queensland at the end of last year, Epping JETs wanted to try and find a way to help 
the people there. 

Sharon (Hay) was able to make contact with Debbie McKay, a teacher from a Junior/Teens class at Glenvale Church 
in Toowoomba.  A suggestion was made that maybe the JETs could write a song, but because of time limitations, 
the group decided to record inspiring and comforting Bible verses to an instrumental background. 

They would also sing a song called "God Will make a Way" by Don Moen. 

So on January 29, 2011 the project commenced with final editing and copying completed on February 21.

Thirty copies of the CD were sent with bookmarks for the kids there. Debbie received the parcel and wrote back,

"Your lovely parcel arrived safe and sound on Friday and its contents received by our Juniors and Teens with much 
surprise and appreciation on Sabbath.  

You will hear back from them but in the meantime I have attached two photos - one of each group - showing them 
holding their CDs and bookmarks. (The Juniors have the Egyptian background). Your kindness has touched our hearts 
and your have set a wonderful example to our own young people about the joy in creative service.  May God richly 
bless you in your ministry to and with your young people and please convey to your team that they are a great bunch 
of people and we send sincere thanks for what they have done. 
Yours in Christ, Debbie McKay"

Many thanks to our JETs and teachers for all their efforts in completing this wonderful project.
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Future Personal Ministry

May 1 (Sunday) - Health Assessment at Eastwood Shopping Centre.

May-June - Stress Management Course. 6 week course (May 7/14/21/28 and June 4/18)

August - Vegetarian Cooking series (August 6, 13, 20 and 27)

October - Body Balance Course



We are blessed that Epping Church has different ministries. Our Sew and Tell group put together a beautiful album 
of pictures, inspirational biblical words and gave it to Penny. Thank you to Rochelle and Sharon for coordinating this. 

Penny was very touched by the kind words and thoughts from everyone. Below is her thank you card.

Thank you from Penny

Church Offerings

I continue to encourage all members to support our Local Budget offerings each week. On Sabbaths where the 
offering is not formally assigned to our Local Church Budget, you can still support Epping Church by utilising the 
envelopes marked “Local Budget”. 

These are located in the Church Foyer and on the Church Pews. Please ask the deacons or deaconesses for an 
envelope if these are not readily available.



Stewardship

This is Part 3 in our series on Stewardship:

3 - Jesus and Money

It’s surprising to discover that Jesus talked more about money then any other topic.  Two-thirds or more of Jesus 
parables deal with money or material possessions.  Over 2,300 biblical passages refer to money or material 
possessions! There are only about 500 on prayer, and less than 500 on the subject of faith.

Jesus realised that our attitudes toward money are a barometer of our hearts.  Money has an incredible ability to 
control us and reflects our deepest values.  What does your credit card statement say about your values?  Jesus 
explains how no one can serve two masters.  You can’t serve God and money, but many people try.  
Jesus claims that money has the greatest potential to replace God in your life Matt 6:19-24.  Money is seen as an 
end in itself and traps us.  At the same time money can do great good when used by a steward who has a well-
ordered heart.  When Jesus is your master, money serves you.  Wise stewards are concerned about ministry more 
than money.  “One of the most perilous threats to faith in God is a fat pay check.” Steve Arteburn

Money and Time

Money and time are two of the most variable dimensions of life.

• How we deal with money and time reflects our walk with God.

• How we deal with money and time quickly impacts our walk with God.

If we change our relationship with God, the transformation will impact the way we deal with time and money. If we 
change the way we deal with time and money, doing so will change our relationship with God. This correlation 
between time, money and God is the reason God has given us two spiritual thermometers—the Sabbath and tithe. 
These thermometers reflect where we are spiritually, both as individuals and as part of a corporate group.

The natural human response is to hold on to money—to make it ours and keep if for ourselves. The standard way of 
dealing with money reflects our selfish hearts. We either spend money wastefully or hoard it for ourselves. 

We need to stop and remember that one hundred percent of our money belongs to God and He has blessed us with 
it for His purpose.  He asks us to return a tithe of ten percent as a symbol of faith in His providence and symbolises 
our giving control of our finances to Him.  Tithing goes against the accumulating, me first trend of our society.  When 
we return our 10% to the church, the body of Christ of which God is the head, we do so in a way that steps out in 
faith.  We do not choose what happens to the tithe, it is our responsibility to simply return it and then God uses it to 
provide for His church. Does He need our money? No.  Does he give us the privilege of partnering with Him? Yes.  
Our offerings differ to tithe in that we give whatever amount we choose out of a giving spirit and choose how we will 
invest in ministry.

There are three levels we need to consider when dealing with money:

• The heart:  We need to make sure our heart is right and that we love God first—that He is preeminent.

• The head:  We need to carefully plan our use of money, or it will control our lives.

• The pocket:  As we manage the material blessings God places in our hands, we need to find ways of placing His 
kingdom first. 



God is not against you having money; however, He is against money having you!  In Matthew 6:19-24, Money is 
dangerous because it deceives us into thinking that wealth is the easiest way to get everything we want.  It’s 
dangerous because we trust money, and our ability to acquire it, rather than God to solve problems.   It is dangerous 
because we often end up using it to compensate for not spending time – Is it a guilt offering.  

The material world provides a very real test of our discipleship. In 
practical choices throughout each day, we are faced with the decision: Who will be the owner? Will we claim 
ownership and thus dethrone God? Or will we choose to manage His resources to His glory?

Reflection:

If someone was to look at your expenditure over the last year what would they say was most important to you?

If you lost all your money do you think you would still be the same person? 

How do you guard against money ruling your life?

If a non-christian friend asked you why you tithed what would be your response?

Prayer Ministry

• Please remember the victims and families of all those affected by the Earthquake in Christchurch.
to prayer for their safety and protection.
• Please continue to pray for Ron's safety.
• Please pray for Luna's health and recovery.
• Please continue to pray for Ivan as he continues his recovery.
• Please continue to pray for Sue's health and also her family.
• Please pray for Bob as he continues to battle against his illness.
• Please continue to pray for Lorraine's health.

Dates to keep in your Diary

March 11 Cell Groups meeting

March 12 Pathfinder Survival Event

March 13 Working Bee

March 19-20 Youth Waterskiing Camp

April 9 Deacon and Deaconess Ordination

April 14-17 Inspire 2011



Photo of the week:

Sunflower by 
Federico 
Buchbinder

Thought of the week:

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,” 

1 Peter 3:15


