
WELCOME
Welcome to Epping Church’s 
Newsletter!

There is lots of things to look 
forward to this year including 
Light and Motion’s Photography 
course, Epping Church camp, 
Inspire and many more 
programs.

If there is any information or 
images you would like to share in 
future editions, please email it to 
Alvin or Stephanie at the 
addresses below:
ajing@eppingsda.org.au.
stephcyee@yahoo.com

This newsletter can also be 
downloaded on our website:
http://www.eppingsda.org.au
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The speaker this week: Maree Worker
Elder in charge: Eva Ing
Offering: South Pacific Record22nd February

This Sabbath at Epping

Combined Sabbath School is happening at 9:30am!
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Last week youth band were in charge of song service, with Vanessa on as elder. The sermon was taken by Pastor Daniel. If 
you missed out, a summary of the sermon is below.

Last Sabbath at Epping

15th February
Thanks Rod & Elaine for the photos



Sermon Title: “A Peculiar People”
Sermon taken by: Pastor Daniel Przybylko

Key Scripture: 1 Peter 2:9 (KJV) But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that you 
should show forth the praises of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvellous light.

Evangelical Christian author (Ronald J. Sider), wrote a book entitled, “The Scandal of the Evangelical Conscience… 
Why are Christians living just like the rest of the world?”

When you read the book, you could just as readily call it, “The Scandal of the Seventh-day Adventist Conscience…Why are 
Adventists living just like the rest of the world?”

Worldliness is defined by the Oxford Dictionary as, [temporal, earthly (worldly goods), engrossed in temporal affairs esp. 
pursuit of one’s own interests, pleasure or wealth]

In Judges 2, God outlines, with pain in His speech, the falling away of Israel and how each generation after Joshua went further 
and further away from God because they allowed the ‘idols’ of the world to come into their own lives. He says in Judges 
2:3-4 “…they shall be thorns in your side, and their gods shall be a snare to you.”  So it was, when the Angel of the LORD spoke these 
words to all the children of Israel ,that the people lifted up their voices and wept.

Today we don’t necessarily worship images and physical idols in terms of statues, etc., however, we have other idols that have 
influenced our lives to the point that we really live our lives in much the same way as non-Christians. Some of the ways we do 
that are due to:

A) Materialism 
>> We’ve been sucked in by “keeping up appearances”

B) Sexual promiscuity
>> We’ve fallen prey to today’s, “I want it now” marketing

C) Independence
>> the “me” generation permeates both, society and the church

D) Abuse 
>> various abusive behaviours, are our resultant human traps & coping mechanisms

We could probably sum up all these issues with one word… CONSUMERISM. We put self above others… and when we do 
that we essentially put self above God. The gods of this world have a grip on many Adventist Christians today. What can we do? 
The Scriptures read, “So it was, when the Angel of the LORD spoke these words to all the children of Israel, that the people lifted up 
their voices and wept.” (Judges 2:4) We need to Pray, Weep, and Repent.

What can be done to address “worldliness” among the church?  What can we personally do in our homes to not fall captive to 
these traps?  What about our fellow brother or sister...how can we help them?

Six things that I believe can help us as Seventh-day Adventists to remain God’s “Peculiar People,” living by God’s standards, 
rather than the world’s standards.

1. Make JESUS ‘the Centre’
>> We need to make time & priority for Jesus through our daily devotions

2. Be HOLY
>> We need to look to Jesus and listen to the leading of the Holy Spirit

3. Develop Authentic COMMUNITY
>> We need to rediscover member care through Sabbath School 

4. Be COUNTER-CULTURAL
>> We need to spiritually care, meaning we’re open to change and correction

5. Be Mutually ACCOUNTABLE and AVAILABLE
>> We should ALL be part of a small group Bible study or Sabbath School class

6. Claim the Power of the HOLY SPIRIT
>> Most importantly, we need to Pray!

God is calling us to a better life! A higher calling! He wants His people to be a holy people… 
“A Peculiar People,” a model for the world to look upon and follow. We can only become those people as we spend time 
with Jesus, as we listen to the Holy Spirit, and put away the things of the world. The Lord promises to help as we submit to His 
will, “I can do all things through Christ Jesus who gives us strength.” Philippians 4:13

What change is God calling you to make… today?

May we each have that desire and will to be a Peculiar People, in order that Jesus, “Who gave himself for us… might redeem 
us from all sin, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” Titus 2:14



YOUTH
Catalyst Training
For those who are interested, Catalyst is coming up ( Youth Leadership Training).  Details are below.

Saturday 1st March 2014
2:30pm- Registration
3:00-6:30pm- Training & workshops

Conference Office
4 Cambridge St Epping 2121

Best of all, it’s free! 

The guest speaker is: Pastor Sven Ostring (Director of Stewardship & Personal ministries GSC). See Pastor Daniel for 
more details.

Social Night & Clean up
This Saturday night 22nd March, the Youth will be cleaning up the youth room and also be having a Board Games 
night. Make sure you bring your favourite board games and come along! For more details, see Mande or Jon.



EPPING MISSION PROJECT- ICC SRI LANKA

As you know, some of our church members travelled to Sri Lanka on a medical and spiritual mission in early January. 
Thank you Henry for the report!

In January, a group of 18 Epping church members witnessed the culmination of three years of fundraising over 
$32,000 for International Children’s Care Australia at their Sri Lanka children’s village. As a direct result of the funds, 
two sustainable enterprises were established: cement block-making and also a sewing shop. 

The seed money helped purchase equipment and training for local workers while providing basic services for the 
children’s village as well as for the public. This proved a timely project for student employment, skills development and 
industry techniques in a niche market for the local area. The benefit to the children’s village was twofold: a reduction 
in expenses outgoing and internal services provided. The block making allowed the construction of a large meeting 
room, and the sewing ladies provided necessary uniforms for the children as well as a host of textile related needs. 

In preparation for the trip, Epping Pathfinders and friends fundraised and produced over 800 finger puppets for 
distribution to children in Sri Lanka as support for introducing Puppet Ministry to the mission. 

Upon arrival, the whole children’s village welcomed the Epping visitors royally with a traditional Kandyan dance and 
drums. Each child was dressed in their best and lined the roadway with huge smiles and warm hearts. The house 
mothers showed off each child’s quarters with pride and polish. Their appreciation was boundless having visitors 
grace their homes. 

While these were the primary goals for the visit, additional ventures were convened in the short 12 day trip:

• These included an eight-night evangelistic series in Kandy, "Secrets of Health & Prophecy" which the local 
church had done ground work for nearly six months prior. The Kandy church had not run public evangelism 
for more than 20 years and was combined with daily health talks. On the last Sabbath there were 7 decisions 
for baptism. Additionally there were a number of key attendees (leaders of other faiths) that made decisions 
to keep Sabbath.

• Concurrently a Puppet Ministry thrust for the children was instituted with resources left for future 
development. Finger puppets were distributed to the children as a gift from Epping Pathfinders. 

• Two medical members of the team provided three days of Advanced Life Support training to staff at Lakeside 
Adventist Hospital along with the donation of two teaching manikins to the Hospital worth over $5000. 

• Some doctors were able to present their professional experiences to members of the Kandy Medical Society 
and foster additional contacts on a professional forum. 

• A medical assessment under the auspices of a local physician and with the assistance of the Lakeside 
Adventist Hospital for children and parents of a tea estate were conducted.

• Alongside the medical assessment, the local preschool presented a most fascinating welcoming cultural 
concert encouraged by a local NGO that educates for women’s rights amongst the tea estate workers. All of 
the children were presented with finger puppets.

• When finger puppets and other toys were given to every child in the children’s village, their delight was 
genuinely spontaneous and endearing. Laughter and joy broke down the cultural barriers as they bonded with 
the visitors.

• The house mothers shared their knowledge of local cuisine in a small cooking class for the visitors. The 
aromas will waft all the way back to Sydney. 

Throughout the visit, it was evident how the teaching, healing and preaching ministries interacted with and 
through each other. How blessed are people who share their love for God, not just in good deeds but simply 
bonding and making unspoken friendships spreading unspeakable grace that joins the hearts of all. ICC-Sri 
Lanka, you will always be remembered for what you have given Epping church.



Thanks Alvin and Arthur for the photographs





2014 PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE

As you all would know, the photography course held by Light and Motion Photography is on at the moment.  A large 
group attended this fantastic course! I know a few people have already put that they learnt to practice! We have 
already learnt so much!

For those attending, remember this week’s photography challenge is: PORTRAIT

Dates: Monday evenings Feb 24 + March 3/10, with field trips March 1 ( Saturday evening - sunset) and 
March 9 (Sunday morning - sunrise).

 



 

Photography Course
Light and Motion Photography’s Alvin Ing and Andy Ly will be hosting a 6 week photography course in 

February and March 2014.  This program is designed to be an introduction to photography, although 

more advanced concepts will be introduced in the later weeks and field trips.

Cost  Minimum $100 donation. All proceeds to the Epping Mission Project. For details: eppingsda.org.au

Time  Monday Evenings 7pm–9pm

Dates  February 3, 10, 17, 24 and March 3, 10.

Two Field Trips  Saturday 1st March and Sunday 9th March.

Venue  2 George Street, Epping NSW 2121.

Details and Contact  ajing@lightandmotionphotography.com or lightandmotionphotography.com



UPCOMING EVENTS

1. AMEN Conference
Just a early heads up of the AMEN (Adventist Medical Evangelism Network) conference December 5-7, 2014 in 
Sydney.

Check out the website www.amenaustralia.org if you think you would be interested.

2. Epping Church Camp

The church camp is coming up very soon from March 14-16, 2014 at Crosslands Convention Centre so please make 
sure you secure your place at this special weekend! We have not had a church camp in many years and it is a great 
opportunity to relax and get to know one another better in a beautiful location.

Feel free to invite your friends and family along to this camp, it will be a fun and friendly experience.

Attached is an application form, one for each person coming (including kids). Please complete the form and bring $10 
as a deposit for each camper. You can return the form to myself or Greg. 

The church will be closed that weekend.

Activities to look foward to:
• Jews for Jesus presentation 

• Group worship 

• Relaxing 

• Games/talent night 

• Water sports/Pool obstacle course 

• Night photography class 

• Other activities which are a surprise!

$85 adult $45 for under 16 Food and accommodation for the whole weekend!!

Crosslands Youth and Convention Centre
100 Crosslands Rd, Galston NSW

http://www.amenaustralia.org
http://www.amenaustralia.org


 

 Church Camp 
Registration From 

Where: Crosslands Convention Centre, Galston 
When: Arrive after 4pm on Friday 14th – Leave Sunday 16th  before 2pm 
Cost: $85 adults/$45 under 16 for the weekend including meals. 
 
Details of Person Registering 

First Name   

Last Name  

Email  

Mobile  

Home Phone  

Age  

Gender  

Signature  

Date  
 

The menu for the weekend The activities for the weekend 
Friday Dinner 
Bring your own 
 
Sabbath breakfast 
Cereal 
Fruit 
Toast 
Jam 
Vegemite 
 
Sabbath Lunch 
Salad 
Vegetarian Nachos 
Fruit 
 
Sabbath Dinner 
Garlic Bread 
Soup 
Vegetarian Lasagne 
Salad 
Dessert 

Sunday breakfast 
Cereal 
Fruit 
Toast 
Jam 
Vegemite 
 
Sunday Lunch 
Hotdogs 
Onions 
Chips 
Salad 
 

Group worship 
 
 ‘Jews for Jesus’ presentation 
 
Morning walks 
 
Abseiling 
 
Water sports/canoeing/Obstacle course 
 
Talent (talentless)/Games night 
 
Cricket/touch football 
 
Night photography 
 
Free time to relax 
 
Marshmallow toasting around campfire 
(weather permitting) 

Please return form to Arthur or Greg with $10 deposit. 



3. Re:Calibrate

For those who are interested, Re: Calibrate is on! Coming up on the 7th and 8th of March at Epping Church.

4. Health Assessment 
For those who are interested in attending or helping out at the Epping Health Assessment, it will be happening on 
April 13. It will be back at Eastwood. Please mark that date in your diaries if you wish to help out.

RRee::CCaalliibbrraattee  
Direction : Truth : My Life Compass : Growth : Discipleship 

Special Guest Speaker, Pr Usaiah Baravilala has a passion for evangelism, church 
growth, discipleship and developing leaders. Pastoring 4 churches in Sydney, he 
will share his experience of personal growth and how it relates to church growth 
and mission. You will find his topics challenging and encouraging. They include: 

“CAN’T  YOU  GET  ALONG  THE  WAY  YOU  ARE?” 
Friday, 7 March @ 7:15pm 

“FAITH  COMES  FROM  HEARING” 
Saturday, 8 March @ 11:00am 

“SCARECROWS  AND  THE  PERMANENTS” 
Saturday, 8 March @ 1:45pm 
 

Don’t  miss  out  on  this  course setting weekend experience! 
 

 

Epping Seventh-day Adventist Church  :  2 George Street, Epping NSW 



Intrasyd

From the Greater Sydney Conference Communications Department:

We would like to keep you informed about what’s happening in the Greater Sydney Conference Communications 
Department.  It is our desire to support your work as Departmental Directors, conference workers, pastors and 
local church members.  We aim to use various modes of communication to keep you informed about how God is 
moving in the lives of individuals and within church congregations.
 
We employ a variety of methods to communicate information: 
 
Social Media (Frequency varies, but some are updated daily)
We encourage you to follow us and interact with us.
 
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/sydneyadventists 
 
Twitter Page: https://twitter.com/SydneyAdventist 
 
Instagram Page: http://instagram.com/sydneyadventist 
 
Youtube Page: http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC8oH_3SylaYdYSy0gjd9kw/videos 
 
 
E-Newsletter (Fortnightly)
Please contact us if you have information or a story for the E-Newsletter
 
http://www.gscadventist.org.au/web/ (Subscription is in the lower left-hand corner)
 
 
IntraSyd Magazine (Every Second Month)
If you would like to submit information or a story to the IntraSyd, please see the deadlines below.
 

Submission 
Deadline

Appears in Churches

Mar-13 Apr-12
May-12 Jun-14
Jul-07 Aug-09
Sep-08 Oct-11
Nov-03 Dec-06

 
We are always looking for ways to improve our communication with you.  If you have any suggestions on how we 
might be more effective, feel free to let us know.  

•    Please pray for Aileen Manahan and her entire family in your prayers as she 
mourns the loss of her beloved father

•    Please pray for Steven & Candace Trankie as they battle with their health 
issues

•    Please continue to pray for those who were affected by the Typhoon in the 
Philippines

•    Please remember Dean Ashcroft and his family in your prayers

Special Prayer 
Requests
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

“I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be 
condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.”

" " " " " " " " " - John 5:24

Taken by : Stephanie Yee


