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Welcome

Welcome to Epping Church’s 
weekly Newsletter.

This is your newsletter, so 
please feel free to share any 
news, photos or images. 
Whatever that is happening 
in your life or family’s lives 
that you wish to share with 
our church community, this is 
the place to do it.

If there is any information or 
images you would like to 
share in future editions, 

please email it to Alvin or 
Stephanie at the addresses 
below:
ajing@eppingsda.org.au.
stephcyee@yahoo.com

This newsletter can also be 
downloaded on our website:
http://
www.eppingsda.org.au
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This Sabbath at Epping

March 31 at Epping

The service was taken by Pastor Adrian Raethel who is the Secretary at the Greater Sydney Conference. 

Here is just a brief summary on what he talked about:

•Christopher Hitchens one of the 4 horsemen of the atheism movement
•Devout atheist
•Main source of hate in the world is organized religion
•Religion poisons everything

Aggressively pushing their views onto our society 
Youth are soaking this up

Some of what they say is true. Some people do abhorrent things in the name of religion.

The bible even have some abhorrent events :
Example: 
•Judges 15
Samson is upset at the Phillistines so catches 300 foxes and sets them alight through the cornfields.
•Exodus 33:11 Lord spoke to Moses face to face yet the bible also says if you see gods face you will die.

The bible has some paradoxes:
•What then do you do with doubt
•Steps to Christ
•There are any things in the Bible that we struggle to understand
•Finite beings find it difficult to comprehend the writings of God our creator

Atheist say if you can't prove it forget. If you can't test it in the laboratory then it can't happen

However science doesn't have all the answers
It can't answer things of meaning or purpose.
It can reach you how to build a bomb but can't teach you how or when to use it.

1 Peter 3:8 onwards
1 Peter 3:8-22 (NIV)
[8] Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate 
and humble. [9] Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were 
called so that you may inherit a blessing. [10] For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep 
his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. [11] He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek 
peace and pursue it. [12] For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their 
prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”  [13] Who is going to harm you if you are 
eager to do good? [14] But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear what 
they fear ; do not be frightened.” [15] But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect

This Sabbath service will be taken by Jim Dhiacou. 



1 Peter 3:8 onwards

1 Peter 3:8-22 (NIV)
[8] Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate 
and humble. [9] Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were 
called so that you may inherit a blessing. [10] For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his 
tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. [11] He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek 
peace and pursue it. [12] For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their 
prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”  [13] Who is going to harm you if you are 
eager to do good? [14] But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear what they 
fear ; do not be frightened.” [15] But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness 
and respect, 

Do it with respect

[16] keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ 
may be ashamed of their slander. [17] It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing 
evil. [18] 

If Jesus is the way truth and life, truth will stand up to investigation.

Are we prepared to stand up as SDA Christians in the face of mounting cynicism and the atheist view

Do we have the faith and conviction?

Daniel 3:16
Do we have this faith, courage and conviction?

Daniel 3:16-21 (NIV)
[16] Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 
ourselves before you in this matter. [17] If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to 
save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. [18] But even if he does not, we want you to 
know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 

Last Sabbath at Epping

Last sabbath was taken my our own Pastor Rams Tupe. Here are some notes on his fantastic sermon:

It was based on the consequences of the fall and rise of Jesus Christ over Easter. When Jesus died and came 
back to life, it was not the first time that the bible records a resurrection 

Resurrection has been recorded Both on old and new testament
Resurrection as previously record so those close to him knew what to expect

•Lazarus
•Jarius daughter
•Elijah



Matthew 16:21

However his disciples found it hard to comprehend
Peter rebuked Christ - "this will never happen to you Lord"

Why couldn't the disciples accept what Jesus told them?

Matthew 28:5-7

We know that Jesus is alive now, but what do this mean to us?

1 Corinthians 15:12-14

1 Corinthians 15:31

What the resurrection means to Paul
And what it means for us 
We need to die daily for our sins and give ourselves fully to jesus

Youth

Easter long weekend, beautiful beach weather, 200 young people from all over Australia and an amazing 
speaker...what more could you want??  

It all started with the four of us (Michael, Cass, Steph and myself) squeezing all our gear into Cass’s trusty 
little car and starting on a road trip adventure not to be forgotten.  After battling the good old Easter traffic 
and getting acquainted with Michael’s strange but catchy choice of Korean Pop music we finally arrived at 
the NNSW campground at Stuarts Point.  

Upon setting up our new home and testing out our cooking skills, it was time to begin our spiritual journey 
with a fantastic praise and worship session followed by amazing talks by Matthew Gamble.  The theme of the 
weekend was on the real meaning of Easter.  Friday night focused on Jesus death, Sabbath on Jesus rest and 
Sunday his resurrection which was nicely put into perspective with a service on the beach while watching the 
sunrise.  

But it didn’t end there, who could forget the social sides of the things.  Hanging out at the beach, blow up 
obstacle courses, jet skiing, biscuiting, the Hang out Cafe and just catching up and making new friends.  It felt 
like it over way too soon, and there we were again packing up and road tripping home after a spiritually 
fulfilling weekend!!  Can’t wait till next time!! 



Pathfinders- Survival Camp

After looking at all the photographs from the Pathfinder Survival Camp which was on the 31st March. They all 
seemed to ‘survive’ which is good news. Here is a report from Henry:

Especially those who came on the survival camp, you guys were all awesome. I hope you all got some rest 
and managed to keep all your appointments the next day.

Thanks to all those who helped keep the fire going and tried sleeping even though it got cold the instant you 
stepped away from the fire.

You all worked together so well on the hiking, helping each other over the steep places and giving 
encouragement even though you were all so tired. Remember what you learned about what you can endure, 
what you should or should not bring next time we go camping. This will most likely be a winter back pack.

Here are some of the pictures of the event, hope it brings back the memories that will make this one of the 
most memorable ones this year.

All the best to you until we have our next meeting at the beginning of May.

Keep up your fitness as we will most likely do our Triathlon on the 20th May. We will try to confirm that in the 
next week or so. Because of the Outreach activities happening during May, we will only have one Sabbath 
afternoon meeting on the 5 May. The next meeting will be when
we do the triathlon. Remember to get sponsorships!!

Best regards,
Henry Tung



Upcoming Church Events

April 19-22 - Inspire (Church will be closed next week). The office are still taking bookings for Inspire if you 
are still wanting to go. 

April 28 - Baby Arabella Dedication (Rod's brother Warren and wife Ming's baby) Pr Garth Bainbridge is 
officiating and he will also take the service on this Sabbath. This means Ian Fesola'i who was moved there 
recently has now been moved to June 30. 
 
May 5 - Madi Worker Baptism with Pr Michael Worker officiating and taking the service.
 
May 12 - Communion
 
May 19 - Hayden Alexander Vosper dedication (Kerri and David Vosper's son) Pr Rein Muhlberg 
(Cambelltown Pastor) is officiating and he will also take the service.

! Please remember Ken Wood and family in your prayers.
! Please remember Michael Worker’s father, Graham in your 

prayers. 
! Please keep Bob McIntyre in your prayers

Special Prayer 
Requests

Personal Ministries

There are some exciting things happening in Personal Ministries this year. Rod and the Personal Ministries 
team have been hard at work and here’s some planned highlights for this year;

Cell Groups – Cell groups restart May 4

ONLINE Cell Group

This commenced last Tuesday at 8 pm and worked well. It is planned to be held at this time every week. If you 
can’t make your cell group meeting, then a virtual cell group is the next best thing. We are using Google+ 
hangouts for this and for more details see Greg.

Inspire 2012

April'19!22'weekend,''Meroo.'Please'find'the'Inspire'Applica<on'form'below.

Epping&Church&will&be&CLOSED&on&Sabbath&APRIL&21&(next&saturday),&to&encourage&you&to&come.&The&form&
is&below.
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Outreach activites

1) Health Assesment / Presentations – Health Assessment May 6 – Carlingford Court 

 4 week Health Series Saturday afternoon (2.30pm) in May / June. 

Planned Schedule (draft):

May 12: Cardiac Health - Alvin
May 19: Bone Health - Rod 
May 26: Lung Health - Alvin
June 2: Stress Management / Dealing with Depression – Frances

Thanks to Kerri for this draft Flyer:

2)Vegetarian Cooking Series – 4 weeks - August 4/11/18/25. 

3 Spiritual based Program - Major GSC initiative planned for May 2013 with Sydney City Evangelism, 

Epping’s own Christian program in February 2013, as a feeder program for May 2013 Evangelistic series. 

More details on each of these initiatives closer to the event, but keep these dates in your diary.

Cardiac

Lungs

Bones/Joints
Surviving Stress

FREE Seminars
Improving Your Health
May 12: Improving your Cardiac Health–Dr Alvin Ing

May 19: Improving your Bone/Joint Health–Dr Rod Kuo

May 26: Improving your Lung Health–Dr Alvin Ing

June 2: Surviving Stress in the 21st Century–Dr Frances Miao

Location Epping SDA Church Hall, 2 George St, Epping.

Time All Seminars start at 2.30pm and are in English.

Light refreshments will be served after each seminar.

Booking and Enquiries Contact 0433 732 039 or visit our website at http://www.eppingsda.org.au to register online. 





Photo of the Week

“Easter Sunday”
	 - Light and Motion photography

Thought of the Week

“No temptation has overtaken 
you that is not common to man. 
God is faithful, and he will not 
let you be tempted beyond your 
ability, but with the temptation 
he will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to 
endure it.”

	 - 1 Corinthians 10:13


