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Welcome to our weekly Church Newsletter.  Thank you to everyone that has contributed to 
this edition. If you have any news or photos to share, please send them to: 

ajing@eppingsda.org.au.   

This newsletter can also be downloaded on our website: http://www.eppingsda.org.au 

Epping’s Church new website is now online. There are many new features including 
integrated calendars, easy to read roster layouts, updates on the Epping Philippines Project. 
interactive prayer requests and much more. Take the time to have a look around. 

 

 

This Sabbath @ Epping  
 
This week’s service will be taken by Pastor Chris Manthey, with Alvin being the elder in 
charge. Epping Church Band will be playing. There will be 2 offerings this week. The 
regular offering is for the South Pacific Division Record.  However, we will also be holding 
a Special Fund Raising Offering: 
 

 

 

Special Fund Raising Offering, this Sabbath February 7.  
 
Epping Church will be holding a special offering on February 7.  The aim of the Special 

Offering is to fundraise for a number of Capital Projects within our church. This includes: 
 

- Our new Electric Piano and Keyboard. I’m sure we’ve all appreciated the improved 
quality of the music during our recent worship services. 

- Mounting the video projector to the ceiling and associated AV cabling to the control 
console at the rear of the Church. 

- Sound deadening to improve the Church’s acoustic properties. 
 
Our aim is to raise $6000, so I encourage you all to give generously to support these one-off 
projects.  
 
If you are unable to be present on Sabbath, please direct your offering to our treasurer, 
Sharon Gardner 
 



Epping Church News 

 
 

1. Personal Ministries Meeting 

 

The first Personal Ministries team meeting will be held on Sabbath February 7, after lunch. 
 
 

2. First Church Social of 2009 – February 7, Sabbath evening 

6:30pm 
 
Yes, it’s looking like February 7, is going to be a packed Sabbath. It’s the first Sabbath of the 
new Church Year, and everyone is back from Summer Holidays. What better way then to 
celebrate and have a famed Epping Church Social evening? It will also be a great 
opportunity to welcome Pastor Chris, Letitia and their family to Epping.  
 
From our Games master Arthur: 
 

“Just a reminder that we are having a multiple celebration/Games evening at Epping Church 
this Saturday night! 

It is to welcome Pastor Chris and his family to Epping Church, celebrate Chinese New 

Year/Australia Day and kick off the new Church Year. 

We have planned a mega Party/Games night, it will be in the church hall at 6:30pm. 

We will start off the night with a potluck dinner so please bring lots of already cooked 

dishes, finger food, salads, fruit and drinks. We'll have an informal judging of the best 
Australian and best Chinese dish of the evening. 

A lion dance will follow dinner, so we'll be looking for volunteers on the night…no 
experience necessary! 

We will then launch into the first mega games night for 2009, it will have an Australia 
Day/Chinese New Year theme. There will be challenges, skits and games. You'll be put into 
teams to make the night more interesting and the winning team will receive red packets! 

Bring your friends, bring your relatives, this is an evening not to be missed 

 

 

 



You’ve never been to a Epping Social? Here’s a taste from our New Year social last year: 
 

 

 

 

Pathfinder and Adventurer News 

 
1. The First Pathfinder meeting of 2009 will be held on February 7, at 1:15pm 
 
Plan to be there! For kids, if you are 6 years or in First Grade, you can join Adventurers.  
 
If you are 10 years of age or older, you are most welcome to join Pathfinders.  
 
 
From Henry: 
 
“There will be the annual Registration ($25) and two or three activities/modules. Following 
the modules we will be having a Church Social to welcome the Mantheys (our new Pastor and 
family) to the church. Pathfinders/Adventurers who need to stay at church between 
Pathfinders and the Social, may come with me for a walk and help set up the hall. Make sure 
you make the proper arrangements.” 
 
 
 

 

 

 



2. News Regarding Pathfinder Camporee from Henry: 
 
“Epping Pathfinders have decided not to go to the Camporee this year as a club. Instead, we 
have decided to run a Triathlon which will be an instrument for fundraising for the Church 
project of building an orphanage in the Philippines (in association with ICC). We are in the 
process of organising a venue for this to happen. It will be a full day (most likely a Sunday) 
event and will take place before the Camporee. All donations for the day will be tax 
deductible. 
 
Because of various commitments it was not possible for enough of the staff to be there to help 
run the club and activities at the Camporee. I apologise for the disappointment and any 
inconvenience caused. This decision was not taken lightly and was decided after much 
discussion and looking at many options.” 
 
If any Pathfinder Club members wish to attend the Camporee, please see Henry. 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations! 

Did you know that one of Epping Church’s members was recently recognised in the Australia 
Day Awards? Who I hear you asking? Here is a pictorial clue: 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations Ron! 
 
Congratulations to Ron on being awarded the Conspicuous Medal Award on Australia Day. 
Here are some of the details: 
 

Name: MANAHAN, Ronaldo Zalamea 

Award:  Conspicuous Service Medal 

Post-nominal: CSM 

Date granted: 26 January 2009 

Citation: 

For devotion to duty as a Staff Officer Grade 2 Training Plans at Headquarters Training 
Command - Army. 
 

Conspicuous Service Medal 
 

Significance 

The Australian Conspicuous Service Medal is awarded for meritorious achievement or dedication to duty in non-war like 
situations to members of the Australian Defence Force. 

It is the second level award of the Conspicuous Service Decorations. 

History 

The Conspicuous Service Medal and the Conspicuous Service Cross are distinctly Australian military awards. 

The medal recognises commendable achievement or commitment to duty in a non-combative context such as peace-keeping 
missions. It is awarded to members of the Australian Defence Force and certain other people for example, defence force 
chaplains. 

The Conspicuous Service Medal was established on 18 October 1989 by Letters Patent. 

How it is awarded 

The Governor-General makes the award on the recommendation of the Minister for Defence. 

The award is announced on the Australian Day and the Queen's Birthday. 

If the same person receives a further conspicuous service award it is in the form of a nickel-silver bar displaying the medal 
emblem. The bar is attached to the ribbon of the original award. 

Recipients have the post-nominals of CSM. Those awarded a bar or bars may also use 'and Bar' or 'and Bars' after their name. 

The decoration may be awarded posthumously. 



Medal design 

 
Conspicuous Service Medal - front and back 

The Conspicuous Service Medal is a circular nickel-silver medal 38 millimetres in diameter. It is ensigned with the Crown of 
Saint Edward in nickel-silver. The front of the medal bears the Southern Cross surrounded by a laurel wreath. The back of the 
medal has a horizontal panel that is superimposed on a design of fluted rays. 

Medal Ribbon 

The medal is suspended from a 32 millimetre wide ribbon, by a nickel-silver suspension bar. The ribbon has alternating equal-
width, diagonal stripes of bush green and sandy gold 

Congratulations again to Ron, Aileen and family. It’s a great honour and we are proud that 
you are part of the Epping Church family.  
                                                                         Belle 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Philippines Project 
 
During last week’s service, I mentioned I had received an update from Belle on Epping’s 
Philippines project. I have reproduced it in full below, and it is also available on our website 
for future reference: 
 
http://www.eppingsda.org.au/orphanage.aspx 

 
 
 
Welcome to Children’s Country Home Village Philippines 
 
Orphan Situation 
Poverty and disease are the main reasons why so many children are homeless and in need of our care in the 
Philippines. 
 
ICC History 
In 1998, ICC was requested to establish a program in 
the Philippines. In 1999 a home was rented on the 
outskirts of Manilla, to establish a small receiving 
centre to care for 22 children.  
 
In 2000 it was decided to establish a Children’s 
Country Home Village in the Pampanga Province. 

Caring for orphans as though they were you. 
 

In 2003 the children were relocated to this 16 hectare property, where there are three cottage homes, an 
administration home and a two classroom elementary school.  An extensive agricultural program is also being 
established on this land to support the project. 
 
General 
To build in a child the capacity to contribute to the future development of their communities and to prevent them from 
a life of poverty, they must be able to access training in basic learning and life skills.  The learning programs for boys 
and girls include functional literacy and numeracy skills, vocational training and basic education that enables a 
deprived child to be able to access resources and opportunities that are available to other children. 
 
Through these programs our children have the opportunity to more effectively determine their own futures and help 
provide lasting solutions to poverty.  
 
Education Program Specific to Philippines 
The children attend the ICC Happy Valley Kindergarten and 
Primary School at the ICC Centre and at the Central Luzon 
Academy, which is located next to the ICC Centre. 
 
ICC Happy Valley School provides Kindergarten up to 
Grade 4 and will expand as the children get older. The 
dedicated teachers help the children with accelerated 



studies when they come to us, as they have usually had little education.  
 
We have three teachers who currently all teach multi grades. ICC Happy Valley School currently has: a Kindergarten 
and Prep, Grades 1 & 2, and Grades 3 & 4 classes.   
 
Because of the trauma the children have experienced in their lives, most find it difficult to concentrate. Therefore, 
they need a lot of individual attention until they can settle and feel secure and safe in their new home. 
 

 
Food Security 
Lack of good food leads to poor nutrition, stunted physical growth, low immunity, susceptibility to disease and death. 
 
Our communities receive training in best practice in the areas of: crops, market gardens, orchards, organics, 
composting, mulching, soil conservation, water containment, dry season management, reforestation and marketing of 
their goods. 
 
This not only equips them to become self-sufficient in producing wholesome, nutritious food all year round, year after 
year; it also teaches them to care for their land.  Tools, equipment, machinery, irrigation, drainage, seeds, plants and 
fertilisers are all donated.  
 
Agriculture Program Specific to the Philippines 
The agricultural program at ICC Philippines is currently being established and includes: fruit trees, large crops such 
as corn and soya beans, and home vegetable gardens with a large variety of vegetables for the home table. 
 
Children and staff take great pride in making their centre neat and attractive. There are beautiful lawns and flower 
beds throughout the centre, making it a peaceful and uplifting environment for young children. 
 
All of the children who are old enough participate in the agricultural program by planting, harvesting, watering, 
weeding, collecting leaves and maintaining crops.  
 
Some of the children who take a keen interest in gardening have, in addition to their home gardens, their own garden 
crops to care for in their free time. They can then sell their crops for some pocket money. 
This year the whole of the 16 hectare property has been cleared and a large banana and fruit tree planting program 
has commenced. 
 
Children and Family Life 
There are 22 children at ICC Philippines. These children have come from very traumatic backgrounds and as soon 
as they are all well settled we will accept more children. We expect this to be in March 2006. Our children’s ages 
range from 1 year to 12 years old.  
 
There are 3 children’s homes, with one Administration home.  Homes are made up of boys and 
girls of mixed ages with a married couple to care for them, just like a real family. Because the 
children are young at ICC Philippines, we also have an aunt to help care for the children in the 
homes.  The children like to have fun and play together in the newly constructed playground. 
They also enjoy playing basketball, volleyball and football (soccer). 
 
On Sundays, the children all work together in the mornings in developing the beauty of the 
campus. They then have a picnic lunch together on the lawns, followed by games and fun for 
all.  Micro-Industries and Vocational Training equips the children with valuable skills that will 
enable them to become self sufficient and contributing citizens long after leaving the centre. 



 
Program Specific to the Philippines 
Plans are currently being made for the future in regards to Industry and Vocational Training for the Philippines 
Project. At this stage there are no children old enough in this centre to take part in this important part of ICC life. 
 
Volunteers 
There are many people, both young and old, who volunteer to do short-term work at ICC 
Philippines. The majority only stay for two weeks, but are able to use their skills to get a 
great amount of work done during that time.  Some of the more recent volunteers have 
included: builders, plumbers, carpenters, electricians, mechanics, teachers and surveyors. 
 

Some volunteers have stayed long term and have been instrumental in developing the 
campus from raw jungle to the beautiful home it now is for our precious children. 
 
There are three homes and one Administration home. Each home has 6 bedrooms, a 
living area, a kitchen and 2 bathrooms for the children and an ensuite for the house 
parents. The centre also has a playground, a garden shed, a two classroom Primary 
School, a temporary native material meeting place and a garage.  
 
Special Occasions 
Christmas is a special time for the centre, with a special meal and gift and especially with 
Carol singing in the community and also to a number of places in Manilla.  
Throughout the year the children join with other similar groups for a sports festival and cultural and arts activities.  
 

Each year the children have a special weekend at Silang, where they were first located. While there, they take 
special worship programs at the church where they previously attended. 
 
Once a year the centre has a long weekend away at the Baptist beach camp and they all enjoy the swimming.  
Birthdays are a special occasion for each child. The house parents make a special meal for the children and give 
them a small gift on their birthday. Then once a month the whole centre celebrates all the birthdays for that month 
with a combined meal, special blessing prayer and the main gifts are given to the children at that time.  
 
Philippines in General 
Location:  Southeastern Asia, archipelago between the Philippine Sea and the South China Sea, east of Vietnam  
 

Government type:  Republic 
 

Population:  96,061,680 (July 2008 est.) 
 

Coastline:  36,289 km  
 

Climate: tropical marine; northeast monsoon (November to April); 
southwest monsoon (May to October) 
 

Religion 
Roman Catholic 80.9%, Evangelical 2.8%, Iglesia ni Kristo 2.3%, 
Aglipayan 2%, other Christian 4.5%, Muslim 5%, other 1.8%, 
unspecified 0.6%, none 0.1% (2000 census)  
 
Languages 
Two official languages - Filipino (based on Tagalog) and English 
Eight major dialects - Tagalog, Cebuano, Ilocano, Ilonggo, Bicol, Waray, Pampango, and Pangasinan. 
 



 
Please send your tax deductible donation 

to: 

International Children’s Care 

Shop 7 Riviera Plaza 
BAIRNSDALE  VIC  3875 

Phone (03) 5152-5774 

Fax (03) 8660-2967 

 

 
Our website now has all the appropriate information to allow you to support our project 
including donation information and forms. Please visit and keep up to date and informed 
 
 
http://www.eppingsda.org.au/orphanage.aspx 



  



   Credit Card Donation Form 
 

Epping Mission Project 
 
 
 

Note:  This donation is to support the ICC Happy Valley Elementary School building project, 
ICC Orphanage, Philippines. 

 

Fax this form to Fax No   (03) 8660 2967 

Postal Address International Children’s Care 
Shop 7 Riviera Plaza 
BAIRNSDALE  VIC  38757A 
 

 

Credit Card Details 
 

Card Type � Mastercard  � Visa  � Bankcard 

Name on Card  Expiry Date  

Credit Card No  Amount $ 

Signature  Date  

Telephone No  Mobile  

Street  

Suburb  

Address you would like 
the receipt sent to 

State  Post Code  

 
 

THANK    YOU   !!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Teen Camp 

 
A number of Epping’s teens and Juniors attended the Teen and Junior camps held by our 
conference at Crosslands. It was a wonderful experience and the overwhelming opinion was 
that it was an experience of a lifetime. New friends were made, new activities experienced, 
and all in a safe, fun Christian environment. A highlight was the morning and evening 
worship sessions.  

 

 



Happy Birthday(s) 
 
January seems to be a popular month for birthdays at Epping. Happy Birthday to everyone 
pictured below. I hope I haven’t missed anyone out. 
 

 

Kenn and Stephen                                                                    Matt               
 

Cassandra at her party                                                               Kieran 
 

 

 

 



Prayer Requests: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Dates to Keep in your Diary: 

 
 

February 7 Personal Ministries Meeting 
 

February 7 Special Fund Raising Offering. Goal $6000 
 

February 7 Pathfinders and Adventurers Meeting 
 

February 7 6:30pm Epping Church Social Evening 
 

 
 

 

Bob McIntyre Please remember Bob, Nerelle and Colleen in 
your prayers. 

Val Dunstan Please remember Val as she mourns the passing 
of her husband Roy. 

Allan Ing Please continue to pray for Allan, Adelyn and 
their young family.  

Sue Wood It’s great to hear that Sue is progressing well and 
I ask that you remember Sue, Ken and their family 
in your prayers. 
 

Ivan Baxter Ivan continues to have therapy for a 
haematological disorder. Please remember him in 
your prayers. 



Thought for the Week: 

 
 
I love you, O LORD, my strength. The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my 
God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my 
stronghold.”  

Psalm 18:1-2 


