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Epping Church 
Newsletter

February 19th, 2015

Welcome
Welcome to the Epping Church Newsletter! We have a few events coming up so make sure you’ve 
marked them in your diary so you don’t miss out!

This week at Epping:
Elder: Arthur Wong
Speaker: Pr Nigel Ackland
Offering: South Pacific Record

Upcoming Events

If there is any information or images you would like to share in future editions, please email:
Alvin ajing@eppingsda.org.au or Ron rjcmanahan@yahoo.com.au

Date Event

Feb 22 Working Bee 2 -4pm (Sunday Afternoon)

March 6 - 8 Church Camp, Crosslands. Please contact Arthur for more information

May 25 - June 22 Photography Course. More details in the newsletter

Last Sabbath @ Epping

Pathfinders and Adventurers Meeting
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Rod’s sermon summary:

 “My Loyalty”

The dictionary definition of Loyalty is

1: the state or quality of being loyal; faithfulness to commitments or obligations. 
2. faithful adherence to a sovereign, government, leader, cause, 

Synonyms include devotion, allegiance and fidelity

Story 1: Martin Luther  - Loyal to the Bible and Bible alone

German friar Catholic priest and professor of Theology

Leader of the Protestant Reformation

He was Zealous, ardent, and devoted, knowing no fear but the fear of God, and acknowledging no foundation for religious faith but the Holy Scriptures, 

1510 - Discovers Justification by Faith

"The just shall live by faith." Romans 1:17. From that time he saw more clearly than ever before the fallacy of trusting to human works for salvation, and 
the necessity of constant faith in the merits of Christ. His eyes had been opened, and were never again to be closed, to the delusions of the papacy. 

1517- Nailed to the church door  his “95 Theses”  containing  propositions against the doctrine of indulgences (people could buy certificates that pardoned 
their sins without the need for repentance)

Confrontation with the Roman church – labelled him a heretic. 

1521 -  Luther before the Diet at Worms to answer for his faith
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The Reformer answered: "Since your most serene majesty and your high mightinesses require from me a clear, simple, and precise answer, I will 
give you one, and it is this: I cannot submit my faith either to the pope or to the councils, because it is clear as the day that they have frequently 
erred and contradicted each other. Unless therefore I am convinced by the testimony of Scripture or by the clearest reasoning, unless I am 
persuaded by means of the passages I have quoted, and unless they thus render my conscience bound by the word of God, I cannot and I will not 
retract, for it is unsafe for a Christian to speak against his conscience. Here I stand, I can do no other; may God help me. Amen." --Ibid., b. 7, ch. 8. 

Thus stood this righteous man upon the sure foundation of the word of God. 

Story 2: Abraham – Loyalty test of sacrificing his only son Isaac

Genesis 22:1,2,9-12

22 Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.”
2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.”
9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid 
him on the altar, upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.
11 But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”

So he said, “Here I am.”
12 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only 
son, from Me.”

Abraham's great act of faith stands like a pillar of light Abraham did not seek to excuse himself from doing the will of God.

It was to impress Abraham's mind with the reality of the gospel, as well as to test his faith, that God commanded him to slay his son. The agony 
which he endured during the dark days of that fearful trial was permitted that he might understand from his own experience something of the greatness of the 
sacrifice made by the infinite God for man's redemption. No other test could have caused Abraham such torture of soul as did the offering of his son. God 
gave His Son to a death of agony and shame

God desired to prove the loyalty of His servant before all heaven, to demonstrate that nothing less than perfect obedience can be accepted, and to open 
more fully before them the plan of salvation.

Story 3: Adam / Eve – Loyalty test of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil

Gen 1 and 2 talks about Creation of the world and Creation of Adam and Eve.

They  lived in the Garden of Eden. In the garden was the Tree of Life which they could eat of, and the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, which they could 
not eat of. This tree of knowledge was made a test of Obedience and their love to God. They were warned to stay away from it as they knew Satan was 
allowed to tempt them there.

Eve separated herself from Adam and was deceived by the serpent.

Gen 3:4-6
4 Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.”
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and 
ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

Adam and Eve were disloyal to God. Eve giving her loyalty to Satan, and Adam giving his 1st loyalty to Eve rather than God

Story 4:  The Fiery Furnace – Loyalty test of Idol worship

In Daniel 3 King Nebuchadnezzar builds an image of the statue he has dreamt about but does it all in Gold. It was decided that as this image represented the 
glory of Babylon that it should be consecrated  as an object of worship.  A decree goes forth that on the day of dedication all should show their supreme 
loyalty to the Babylonian power by bowing before the image.  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego refuse.

Dan 3:16-18

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If that 
is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. 18 But if not, 
let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up.”

They get thrown in the fiery furnace and they get saved by God

Revelation 13 talks about a time when our loyalty will be tested under the threat of economic sanctions and death. Worship is the key issue. Worship God 
the Creator or Worship the beast and it’s image.  

How will you stand when the test comes?

I trust you will and can be loyal to God like Joshua when he said….

Joshua 24:15 (KJV)

15 …choose you this day whom ye will serve… but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.



Prayer Requests
• Please remember Maree's Mum in your prayers. 

• Please remember Fedz's father who is ill in the Philippines. 

• Please pray that Victor has a quick and complete recovery from recent surgery. 

• Please pray for a successful church camp and that the church family will form closer ties and be 
uplifted spiritually. 

Church Camp - March 6 - 8, 2015

Church Camp is almost upon us for 2015. Get in early and reserve your spot for another fabulous 
Epping Church Camp on March 6th-8th 2015 at the beautiful Crosslands Convention Centre!

It will be another great camp filled with spiritually uplifting messages, great food, great fellowship and a 
tonne of fun.

Like last year, you can choose to relax and do very little or challenge yourself with abseiling, water sports  
and of course the giant pool 'worm' obstacle course.

The cost for the weekend including food and accommodation is $85/adult and $45 for kids under 16. If 
you just want to visit or the day the cost is $40.

If you are interested to see what the accommodation is like, visit http://crosslands.adventist.org.au/

To secure your booking just complete the website form and pay a deposit of $10 per person. You can 
pay the deposit in person to Sharon Gardner or Arthur Wong or via EFT.

Register here: http://www.eppingsda.org.au/content/church-camp-registration.html

http://crosslands.adventist.org.au
http://crosslands.adventist.org.au
http://www.eppingsda.org.au/content/church-camp-registration.html
http://www.eppingsda.org.au/content/church-camp-registration.html


Photography Course - May 25 - June 22, 2015

Photo Course participants on a field trip in 2014

Epping will be running another photography course in May-June this year. Details as follows:

This course is designed for those at an intermediate level of photography, with a good knowledge of the 
basics of photography, including the interaction between aperture, shutter speed and ISO; as well as the 
ability to work in full manual mode. The course will be focused on composition, lighting, movement and 
post processing techniques.

The course will be held on Monday evenings 7pm to 9pm: May 25 and June 1, 15 and 22. There will be 
a break for the June long weekend.

In addition, we have planned 3 field trips, with the aim to spend some time on the Monday evenings 
following each field trip to perform image review and feedback. These are scheduled for:

May 30 (Saturday evening) - Travel and Night Photography: Vivid Sydney Festival
June 13 (Saturday afternoon / evening) - Sunset landscapes and Night Photography, Blue Mountains
June 21 (Sunday mid morning to evening). Somersby Falls and Bateau Bay Beach, Central Coast. 
Waterfalls and Seascapes.

All proceeds will be donated to the Epping Church Mission Project / International Children's Care. A 
minimum donation of $200 is requested.



Photo of the week

Mom’s Love
- Cherly Jong

Thought of the week

Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres
         - 1 Corinthians 13:7 (NIV)


