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Welcome

Welcome to Epping Church’s 
weekly Newsletter.

This is your newsletter, so 
please feel free to share any 
news, photos or images. 
Newsletter does imply 
recent “news” but this 
publication is also a vehicle 
for creative talents, such as 
design, art, photography as 
well an outlet for the 
budding journalist, poet or 
novelist amongst you. 

If there is any information or 
images you would like to 
share in future editions, 
please email it to Alvin or 
Stephanie at the addresses 
below:
ajing@eppingsda.org.au.
stephcyee@yahoo.com

This newsletter can also be 
downloaded on our website:
http://
www.eppingsda.org.au
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This Sabbath at Epping

This Sabbath’s service will be taken Pastor Rams Tupe.  Greg is the elder on and the offering is for Education – 
Mountain View School. 

Last Sabbath at Epping

Last Sabbath’s service a special Ordination Sabbath with Rod Kuo, being ordained as a new elder and Ron 
Manahan Snr being ordained as one of our new deacons.  

Congratulations to both Ron and Rod, and may God richly bless you both as you carry out his ministry at 
Epping.

Last week’s service was taken by Pastor David Tasker and entitled:

“When losers become heroes”

It was based on the Exodus story
What was the Exodus?  - Despite the Red Sea parting and other evidence that God was with them, the people 
of Israel were convinced that God was trying to kill them. This was despite all their food and water being 
supplied, and their successful escape from Egyptian masters.

So God allowed virtually all the initial generation to die, before allowing the next generation to start afresh. 
This was the story of exodus in a nutshell 

Now the story was echoed at Jericho
Joshua sent out 2 spies
Jericho is the oldest city in the world but was small – about 3-4 hectares

Jericho had 2 walls. A bottom or first wall and a higher second wall. It was thus extremely difficult to invade or 
break through. Raheb lived in a house on the first or bottom wall. Raheb was an innkeeper but also a “woman 
of the night”.



Joshua 2:1-7 (NIV)
Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the land,” he said, “especially 
Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there. [2] The king of 
Jericho was told, “Look! Some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the land.” [3] So the king of 
Jericho sent this message to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, because 
they have come to spy out the whole land.” [4] But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She 
said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. [5] At dusk, when it was time 
to close the city gate, the men left. I don’t know which way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch 
up with them.” [6] (But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax she had 
laid out on the roof.) [7] So the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the road that leads to the fords of the 
Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut.

Joshua 2:8-20 (NIV)
[8] Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof [9] and said to them, “I know that the Lord 
has given this land to you and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are 
melting in fear because of you. [10] 

We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and 
what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely 
destroyed. [11] When we heard of it, our hearts melted and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the 
Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. 

It was quite astounding that a heathen prostitute spoke of these things to the 2 Jewish spies. 

[12] Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness to my family, because I have 
shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign [13] that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my 
brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and that you will save us from death.” [14] “Our lives for 
your lives!” the men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully 
when the Lord gives us the land.” 

Equally astounding was these 2 experienced spies listened to Raheb. These were elite military personel.

[15] So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived in was part of the city wall. 
[16] Now she had said to them, “Go to the hills so the pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there three 
days until they return, and then go on your way.” [17] The men said to her, “This oath you made us swear will 
not be binding on us [18] unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window 
through which you let us down, and unless you have brought your father and mother, your brothers and all 
your family into your house. [19] If anyone goes outside your house into the street, his blood will be on his 
own head; we will not be responsible. As for anyone who is in the house with you, his blood will be on our 
head if a hand is laid on him. [20] But if you tell what we are doing, we will be released from the oath you 
made us swear.”

Joshua 2:21-24 (NIV)
[21] “Agreed,” she replied. “Let it be as you say.” So she sent them away and they departed. And she tied 
the scarlet cord in the window. [22] When they left, they went into the hills and stayed there three days, until 
the pursuers had searched all along the road and returned without finding them. [23] Then the two men 
started back. They went down out of the hills, forded the river and came to Joshua son of Nun and told him 
everything that had happened to them. [24] They said to Joshua, “The Lord has surely given the whole land 
into our hands; all the people are melting in fear because of us.”

Rahebs words have become the words of the spies



Joshua 6:16-18 (NIV)
[16] The seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the people, 
“Shout! For the Lord has given you the city! [17] The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the Lord. 
Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall be spared, because she hid the spies we 
sent. [18] But keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own de

Joshua kept his covenant with raheb

Hebrews 11 is the gallery of biblical heroes.

Raheb is listed here and becomes the great grandmother of David 

Jesus chooses Raheb as one of his ancestors, even though she was of “ill repute”

There are many Rahebs in our community from which God may choose from. 
A flood of Rahebs into the church that will do something constructive for the church is a blessing.

Don't judge people on their past lives

Those that are last will be first.

Pathfinders

1. Meeting this Sabbath after lunch.

2. Survival Camp March 31

From Henry:

Enclosed is a list of items suggested for your survival kit. Normally, items in this kit are spares or part of your 
normal gear. 

We will discuss these at our next meeting and how/when to use them. You may already have some of these. I 
will need to check your kit before we do the survival camp on 31st March, so please start collecting them 
now. 



I will let you know after I explore 2 or 3 places for suitability. If it rains incessantly we will call it off.

It is the aim to try to survive the night with only the survival kit, however, you may need some additional items. 
I'll let you know about these later.

If possible, we will try to have a fire to help us keep warm. Most people on a survival camp don't sleep much, 
so you may want to read up on stories, games and jokes to keep you entertained. 

Best regards,
Henry Tung

You will need to start collecting these but I will have a demo of everything next meeting.

Kit Contents
There are some basic NECESSARY ingredients to a survival kit. 

You must have:
1. The ability to make fire. 
2. The ability to cut things 
3. The ability to signal for help 
4. The ability to survive a deadly bite
5. Food and water for 1-2 days

++++++++++

This is the kit we suggested last time. 
Items with an asterisk (*) can be shared or they are/can be dangerous if mis-used.

•fire starter / waterproof matches/ lighter *
•salt in a film canister
•tea light candle*
•small rid*
•aqua tablets*
•alfoil
•string
•mini first aid kit (roller and triangle bandage)
•small scissors / pocket knife*
•emergency blanket
•emergency poncho
•nappy wipes in snap lock bag
•a couple of muesli bars and small bottle of water

Some additional items that must be brought:

•Tarp (can be large enough to share)
•headlight
•any personal medication
•your warm clothes (suggest thermal underwear and rain proof jacket)
•hat/beanie, gloves



$ Please remember Ken Wood and family in your prayers.
$ Please remember Michael Worker’s father, Graham in your 

prayers. 
$ Please keep Bob McIntyre in your prayers

Special Prayer 
Requests

Personal Ministries

There are some exciting things happening in Personal Ministries this year. Rod and the Personal Ministries 
team have been hard at work and here’s some planned highlights for this year;

Cell Groups – restarting February 10. 4 planned groups

INSPIRE  2012– April 19-22 weekend, Meroo. Please find the Inspire Application form below.

Epping Church will be CLOSED on Sabbath APRIL 21, to encourage you to come
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Outreach activites

1) Health Assesment / Presentations – Health Assessment May 6 – Carlingford Court 

 4 week Health Series Saturday afternoon (2.30pm) in May / June. 

Planned Schedule (draft):

May 12: Cardiac Health - Alvin
May 19: Bone Health - Rod 
May 26: Lung Health - Alvin
June 2: Stress Management / Dealing with Depression – Frances

Thanks to Kerri for this draft Flyer:

2)Vegetarian Cooking Series – 4 weeks - August 4/11/18/25. 

3 Spiritual based Program - Major GSC initiative planned for May 2013 with Sydney City Evangelism, 

Epping’s own Christian program in February 2013, as a feeder program for May 2013 Evangelistic series. 

More details on each of these initiatives closer to the event, but keep these dates in your diary.



An inspiring story from Henry:

From Henry:

Dwayne is a helicopter pilot who flies the chopper for the PAMAS mission. Wendy is a nurse who started out 
with the frontier mission project in remote Philippines.

Wendy was just a baby of missionary parents in Hong Kong when Belle was single and teaching at the college 
so Belle has known Wendy almost all her life.

Wendy started the mission as a frontier nurse to the remote site and used to hike for days to the mountain 
villages to treat patients. Her parents were and still are missionaries in the Phils now as President of AIIAS 
theological seminary. Wendy used to pray that God would send someone to help her mission project. God 
sent Dwayne who is now her husband who used to fly choppers to round up cattle in Montana, a real cowboy!

The Official Story by Dwayne Harris

It was Wednesday noon- I had just arrived home for lunch after having negotiated all morning for a piece of 
equipment that could unload 5 shipping containers that were to be arriving at our hanger construction site in 
the morning. I was heating food up for lunch when I heard a knock on the outer door of the house we live in. 
It was the neighbour from across the street and he told me to call the police because the house one down from 
ours was being robbed. I had the phone number for the local police station in my phone from January when 
we had been robbed while gone over Christmas. I called the police number immediately and they said they 
would send some officers over right away. As I looked down the street I could see 4 or 5 guys down at the 
corner watching the house, and my neighbour and his friend were standing with me watching from the other 
way. I thought the residents of the house that was being burglarized were not home and I did not know till 
later that they had been tied up in the house at gunpoint. We heard some banging around and the watching 
neighbourhood started to arm themselves with clubs and block off possible escape routes. I walked down the 
street right in front of the house and saw three guys come out of the front door crouching down and head 
towards the back of the house. 

As the first two guys started to climb over the back wall they were surprised by the neighbors that started 
yelling at them. The two robbers then climbed onto the roof of the houses and started jumping from roof to 
roof of the neighboring, close houses. I ran down the street parallel to them to cut off their escape where they 
would have to come down. As I rounded the corner of the block the first robber was just jumping off the roof 
and when he hit the street I saw he was carrying a small 22 revolver. I was close at that point and he fired one 
shot into my face at a few feet distance. I grabbed his arm and the next shot missed me but as the struggle 
continued just before I threw him to the ground he fired one more shot that went into my chest. I proceeded to 
take the pistol away from him and threw it out into the middle of the street away from us and started calling 
for someone to help me hold the guy down.

The neighbour from across the street came around the corner with a big rock in his hands and proceeded to 
throw the rock against the guys head. I released my hold on the robber and he did not get up for a few 
moments. I yelled at Bob, a short-term volunteer with us from Kansas, to get the truck out and take me to the 
hospital. By this time the robber that had shot me was getting back up. There were half a dozen men from the 
neighborhood standing there with clubs and they knocked the guy down again. He got back up and 
proceeded a few more steps and then collapsed. Sure that the robber would not escape, I walked back down 
to our house where Bob was getting the truck ready and two police men were coming down the street towards 
us. 



I pointed them to the end of the block and climbed into the truck while Bob locked up the house. I called 
Wendy and told her to meet us at the CVAH Adventist hospital but she informed me she was just rounding the 
corner towards home so we stopped and she got in and we drove over to CVAH.

The Rest of the Story by Wendy Harris

Around noon on Wednesday, March 7, I was heading home after taking care of some business in town. I 
called Dwayne with a quick question and learned that he was home. I told him I'd be home in a few minutes, 
thinking I could join him and Bob since they'd probably be eating their sack lunch at home before going out to 
the project. I remembered one more stop I had to make, and providentially I was delayed about half an hour, 
missing the whole drama that was going on unbeknownst to me, and saving me from witnessing the traumatic 
scene. I texted Dwayne that I had been delayed but I was on my way. As I was nearing home in a tric, I got a 
call from Dwayne that sent my heart beating. In a garbled voice he said “meet me at the hospital now”! I said 
“where are you, I'm almost home!” He told me they were just pulling out so as I round the corner and saw the 
truck coming my way, I jumped out, paid the tricycle, and ran and jumped in the back of the truck and we 
drove off towards the hospital. Dwayne was hunched over in the front, passenger seat with his hand under his 
mouth catching the blood while Bob drove.I could not get to Dwayne from the back of the truck but I leaned 
over the bar and tried to see his condition. 

He told me he had been shot in the face by robbers and Bob tried to explain what he knew of the situation. 
He said he was ok and his pulse felt strong and though his face was all bloody and his hand had a pool of 
blood, it didn't look like it was continuing to bleed a lot, so I calmed down. It was just 15 minutes drive to the 
hospital. I texted a few doctor friends on the way (and at the same time other friends and family). I knew all 
the doctors were in a meeting because I had just been there earlier that morning. then so I didn't call 
immediately. But when we got to the E.R. there was only one resident and I didn't know her. Dwayne started 
to point to his chest and have trouble breathing. That's when we found there was a bullet wound in his chest. I 
immediately started calling the doctors. They had just gotten my text and were shocked! They stopped to pray 
and then when they got my call they all came running to the E.R. Dwayne was starting to show signs of shock 
with a pale color and sweating. I started to get worried, but praise God it didn't last long. As soon as the 
doctors arrived there was action everywhere and Dwayne was looking better already (I even have wondered 
if God was already answering the prayers that were being lifted up for him around the country as my text was 
being passed around like wild-fire). The ENT specialist for this area just “happened” to be around and was 
heading for the meeting when one of the doctors grabbed her in the hall and brought her to the E.R. 

The pulmonary specialist just “happened” to be on his way to the hospital and was only one hour away (he 
lives four hours away). They took Dwayne into surgery within an hour of his arrival (as best I can remember). 
The ENT surgery found the bullet had passed just in the right place so there was no major damage and had 
come within one centimeter of the spinal cord! By the time she was finished, the pulmonary specialist and 
assisting surgeons were able to continue the surgery into the chest. They found the bullet once again had 
come within one centimeter of hitting the main vessel in the heart and had only clipped the lungs. They placed 
a chest tube and drained 900cc of blood out of the chest cavity. They left the bullet where it had lodged in the 
tissue because there is no risk of infection or problems with it there. Three and a half hours later he was done 
with the surgery and I got the news that all was well! I wasn't at all worried during the surgery or surprised at 
the news. I just felt everything was going to be ok. 

I was out doing errands during most of the surgery. The container vans for the hangar construction were 
supposed to arrive the next day and the truck drivers needed to be paid so Bob took me home and I grabbed 
some things at the house to stay in the hospital and then we went to the bank before heading back to the 
hospital. In ICU I found Dwayne with tubes all over the place. 

He could nod his head yes and no and was obviously completely coherent. He was weak and could only 
squeeze my hand a little but as the hours passed he rapidly gained strength. His vital signs stayed stable from 
the time he arrived in the hospital until now. That is another thing that kept me calm.



 We serve a very powerful and great God and everyone around here agrees that all the pieces of this story 
are not a coincidence. One thing I have learned through this experience (among many) is the power of 
intercessory prayer. As the news spread around the world, I was encouraged to know that many people were 
praying for Dwayne. We continue to feel the prayers as Dwayne's recovery has been so smooth. We are so 
grateful to God and all of you, words cannot express. I hope that after this experience we all will learn to 
pray more and with more confidence and faith for people in need that God brings into our lives. 

-- 
Wendy Harris
Philippine Adventist Medical Aviation Services (PAMAS)
pamasmission.org

Dwayne and Wendy at Epping with Belle

http://pamasmission.org
http://pamasmission.org


Photo of the Week

Chinese Church 45th Anniversary – how many members do you recognise?

Thought of the Week

“For this very reason, make 
every effort to add to your faith 

goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; and to knowledge, 
self-control; and to self-control, 

perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; and to 
godliness, mutual affection; and 
to mutual affection, love. For if 
you possess these qualities in 
increasing measure, they will 

keep you from being ineffective 
and unproductive in your 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

-2 Peter 1:5-8 

!


